
A Message 
from the BOARD 
We are most grateful for your involvement in 2009 as Rural 
& Migrant Ministry sought to ensure that rural workers and 
their families were included at the table of justice.
 
The essence of Rural & Migrant Ministry is the people of 
the Ministry.  We are honored to work with a diverse array 
of remarkable people from across the State. In this report 
you will see mention of hundreds of our partners engaged 
in helping to create an effective organization that has been 
working for hope, justice and empowerment in rural New 
York for close to thirty years.
 
Two simple questions drove Rural & Migrant Ministry  
in 2009:
1.      How can those who are at the table in rural New York 
welcome those who are missing from the table?  
2.      How can those missing from the table find a way to be 
present at the table of rural justice?  
 
Throughout our three programs – Accompaniment, 
Education and Youth Empowerment – the Board, staff  and 
volunteers of Rural & Migrant Ministry (RMM) sought to 
ensure that the table of justice included rural workers and 
their families.
 
Our year was filled with a number of accomplishments, 
perhaps none more important than the steps we took to 
strengthen the infrastructure of  RMM, enabling us to move 
forward with greater effectiveness.
 
As we look forward to the future we are especially heart-
ened by the emergence of two worker education centers. The 
Workplace Education Center opened in Sullivan County in 
2009, and in 2010 we will open Liturgia: The Rural Worker 
Education Center in Wayne County.
 
We hope that you will partner with us as we work to ensure 
that our table is a just table; and that all feel invited, wel-
comed and appreciated.
 
Here is our Annual Report. It gives a glimpse of RMM.  
For an in depth analysis, please visit our web site:  
www.ruralmigrantministry.org
 
In Peace,
  
The Rev. Jim Palm, President
The Rev. Richard Witt, Executive Director
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Youth 
Empowerment 
We pledge to honor those that came before 
us and serve those who will come after us, 
by volunteering at Rural & Migrant Ministry's 
Overnight Camp.
 

At the 2009 Overnight Leadership Camp, 
this pledge was made by the oldest 
campers. We believe it reflects a pro-

found connection that participants in our Youth 
Empowerment Program feel for each other and 
the importance of our programs in their lives. 

For over twenty 
years Rural & 
Migrant Ministry 
(RMM), has been 
committed to youth 
empowerment: to 
helping rural and 
migrant children 
overcome barriers 
and create opportu-
nities for themselves 
and their communi-

ties. The children that we serve live in the midst of 
rural poverty. While rural poverty is heightened by 
many of the same factors as urban poverty such 
as racism and language barriers; it is also exacer-
bated by isolation and a lack of resources such as 
transportation and local funding programs. 

The history of Rural & Migrant Ministry began 
in responding to these barriers as we created 
a Head Start Center in 1985. Today we offer an 
innovative array of youth empowerment programs 
that span upstate New York. Through our pro-
grams we 
offer a cut-
ting edge 
approach to 
out-of-school 
education 
that truly 
makes a dif-
ference. We 
are pleased 
that over 90% 
of the gradu-
ates of our 
Youth Arts Group have gone onto college. (All, 
but three, the first in their family to attend col-
lege) Matt Heyd, program officer for Trinity Grants 
Program, calls our program one of the nation’s 
leading youth empowerment programs.

Programs include:
Summer Camps, The Youth Arts Group, 
Leadership Institutes, Internships, the Leadership 
Academy and the Pedro Cruz Scholarship Fund

Rural & Migrant Ministry works to build a just community through three major initiatives

Unique Covenant

Historically the backbone of the Ministry 
has been our Covenant with several 
bodies of faith. These Covenanting 

Denominations have long supported the orga-
nization through resources, space and volun-
teers. In turn they have seen RMM as a facilita-
tor of their ministry in rural New York.  
 
Current Covenanting Denominations include: 
American Baptists of New York State through 
the leadership of the Mid-Hudson and Capital 
Area Baptist Associations, the Episcopal 
Dioceses of New York and Rochester, New 
York Yearly Meeting of the Religious Society of 
Friends (Quakers), The New York Conference 
of the United Church of Christ (UCC), The New 
York Annual Conference of the United Methodist 
Church, The New York Synod of the Reformed 
Church of America through the leadership of 
the Mid-Hudson and Orange Classes, The 
Presbyteries of Albany and the Hudson River, 
the Roman Catholic Dioceses of Albany and 
Rochester.

Education

Education is a key component of RMM's 
commitment to strengthen the leader-
ship of rural and migrant people and to 

raise the consciousness and support of their 
allies. The prime purpose of Rural & Migrant 
Ministry’s Educational Program is to nurture 
leaders for rural social transformation in 
New York. RMM primarily carries this 
program out through two Worker 
Education Centers (Sullivan and 
Wayne Counties). Another key 
program is our sponsorship of 
the annual Rural Women’s 
Conference. We also 
offer presentations, 
publications, delega-
tions, internships &  
fellowships, retreats 
and institutes. Each 
education program  
utilizes three foci:

•	 Theological 
Development. 
Providing a vehicle for people to explore and 
develop their own faith tradition (no matter 
from which faith tradition) 

•	 Political Development. Enabling participants 
to develop a deeper awareness of the politi-
cal realm within New York and in turn height-
en their participation in democracy

•	 Relationship Building. Working with people 
as they seek to over-
come the “ism’s” that 
divide them and there-
by inhibit their ability to 
join together in working 
for social transforma-
tion.

We also remain com-
mitted to three levels of 
education:

1.	General education  
and consciousness  
raising

2.	Exploration of the 
issues through  
experiential education

3.	Direct involvement through action, analysis 
and reflection

Accompaniment

The main purpose of Rural & Migrant 
Ministry’s Accompaniment Program is to 
strengthen a rural network across New 

York that empowers farmworkers and other rural 
workers to more effectively change an agricultural 
system that has historically oppressed them.

Accompaniment depends upon 
individuals, organizations, and con-
gregations standing with farmwork-

ers, and other rural workers, in 
their struggle to organize 

for equality, dignity, 
and just working and 
living conditions. A key 
component of RMM’s 
Accompaniment 

Program has been 
our leadership 
in the Justice for 

Farmworkers Campaign (JFW). JFW is a broad 
coalition of labor unions, faith communities and 
student organizations committed to ensuring that 
the voice of farmworkers in New York is heard 

in the public policy 
process. Of specific 
concern is a legislative 
campaign that would 
remove those sections 
of New York’s labor laws 
that exclude farmwork-
ers from equal rights.

The Major goals of this 
project:
• To strengthen the 
efforts of rural poor and 
migrant farmworkers in 
New York to change the 

unjust policies and structures 
that impact their lives; 

• To create opportunities 
(bridges) for people of 
faith and others to mutually 
support these efforts as allies

• In turn, to develop a network 
and creative new strategies 
and structures that 
can withstand the 
increasing and 
powerful, nega-
tive reaction of 
agri-business 
as well as the 
anti-immi-
grant waves 
sweeping the 
country

A counselor at the Overnight 
Leadership Camp sings at the 
daily Vespers.

Youth Arts Group members learning 
improv as a tool for social justice pre-
sentations

A demonstrator for farmworker 
rights in Albany.

Simultaneous translation equip-
ment and childcare allow 
many mothers to bring their 
children to the Rural Women's 
Conference.

Mission Statement
Rural & Migrant Ministry works for the creation of a just, rural New York State through:

• Nurturing leadership 
• Standing with the disenfranchised, especially farmworkers and rural workers
• Changing unjust systems and structures 

Vision Statement 
Rural & Migrant Ministry Inc. acts to overcome the prejudices and poverty that degrade and 
debilitate all members of our society by building communities that celebrate diversity, achieve 
true mutuality and offer dignity and opportunity to all. Rural & Migrant Ministry is an interfaith 
organization whose members believe that inspiration comes from participation in the creation 
of a just world.

To this end Rural & Migrant Ministry is committed to:

• Honoring and supporting efforts of those who are disenfranchised, especially migrant farm-
workers and the rural poor, as they seek greater self-determination;

• Transforming ourselves to use our privileges and actions, not as pillars of oppression, but as 
forces for justice;

• Nurturing the development of leaders from various communities;

• Building a ministry that brings people of diverse socio-economic, religious, cultural and 
racial backgrounds together and promotes the exchange of resources, ideas and hopes;

• Addressing the root causes of poverty and prejudice that are maintained in public and pri-
vate policies through advocacy and the development of alternative policies and structures;

• Being equitable and just and honoring diversity within the structures, policies, programs, 
activities and mores of the organization.

Brochure by Linda Gluck Graphic Design

Rini Templeton

Kim & Reggie Harris performing at the 2009 
Farmworkers Albany Day service in Westminster 
Presbyterian Church.

Dr. Roja Singh, an advo-
cate for the Dalit people 
of India (untouchables) 
and for all human rights, 
speaks at the Rural 
Women's Conference, 
2009.

(L to R) The Rev. Jim Palm and Louise Palm, honorees at the annual Justice for Farmworkers Dinner 2009 (at 
Riverside Cathedral, NYC) and long-time board members and volunteers for RMM; Nurses who have volun-
teered at the Summer Overnight Leadership Camp for several years; A cantalope picker.

Bearing witness at Farmworker Albany 
Day in May.

Kerry Kennedy, founder of the 
Robert F. Kennedy Memorial 
Center for Human Rights,  
speaking at Farmworkers  
Albany Day 2009.

The tremendous crowd gathered on Farmworker Albany 
Day - farmworkers, members of communtiies of faith, 
labor unions, NY State legislators, and social justoice 
advocates.
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Finances
Unaudited Summary of 2009 Income and Expenses by Category

  	            INCOME				        EXPENSES

Accompaniment
Programs
	$109,858. 
   18.64%

Youth
Expowerment

 Expenses
$259,575.
44.03%

Individual 
Giving

$119,754.
18.83%

           TOTAL INCOME  $636,118.00	                    TOTAL EXPENSES  $589,502.00 

Our apparent surplus reflects designated funds given in 200 ???

Grants & 
Designated Funding 
$273,874.
43.05%

Communities 
of Faith

$142,546.
22.41%
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Special
Events

$99,944.
15.71%

Administrative & 
Resource Development 
Expenses
$53,627.
9.10%

Educational
Expenses

	 $97,087.
   16.47%

Special Event
Expenses
	$69,355. 
   11.76%



	
United Presbyterian Church of Middletown,  
	 Webb Horton Memorial Presbyterian  
	 Church, Middletown, NY
Westminster Presbyterian Church, Salt 
	 Point, NY

Reformed
Brighton Heights Reformed Church, Staten
	 Island, NY 
Community Church of High Falls, NY
Flatbush Reformed Church, Lake Katrine, NY
Hurley Reformed Church, Hurley, NY
Krumville Reformed Church, Olive Bridge, NY
Lyall Memorial Federated Church, Millbrook, NY 
Marble Collegiate Church, New York, NY
Marbletown Reformed Church, Stone 
	 Ridge, NY
New Hackensack Reformed Church, 		
	 Wappingers Falls, NY
New Utrecht Reformed Church, Brooklyn, NY 
Old Dutch Reformed Church, Kingston, NY
Reformed Church in America, Grand 
	 Rapids, MI
Reformed Church of New Paltz, New Paltz, NY
Reformed Dutch Protestant Church, 
	 Rhinebeck, NY
The Reformed Church, Bronxville, NY

Friends
New York Yearly Meeting Religious Society 	
	 of Friends (Quakers)

Other Congregations
First Unitarian Church, Rochester, NY
First Universalist Church, Rochester, NY
St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church, 		
	 Poughkeepsie, NY
Temple B'Rith Kodesh, Rochester, NY

Covenanting Denominations
American Baptist Churches of NYS
Capital Area Baptist Assoc.
Catholic Charities Diocese of NY
Catholic Charities Diocese of Rochester
Classis of Mid Hudson Regional Synod
Classis of Orange Regional Synod
Diocesan Missionary and Church
Episcopal Diocese of NY
Episcopal Diocese of Rochester
Mid-Hudson Association of American  
	 Baptist Churches
Mid-Hudson/Union Association
New York Annual Conference of the United 	
	 Methodist Church
New York Conference of the United Church 	
	 of Christ
New York Conference UCC
New York Yearly Meeting of the Religious 		
	 Society of Friends
New York Yearly Meeting Religious Society 	
	 of Friends
Presbytery of Albany
Presbytery of the Hudson River
Reformed Church in America
Regional Synod of New York Reformed 		
	 Church of America
Roman Catholic Diocese of Albany

Organizations
Aglow International of Kingston, 
	 Saugerties, NY
Catholic Family Center, Rochester, NY 
Catskill Hudson District UMW, West Hurley, NY
Chapter AX P.E.O. Sisterhood
Church Women United of Poughkeepsie Area, 	
	 Highland, NY
ECW - Church of the Messiah, Rhinebeck, NY 
ECW of St. Andrews, Staten Island, NY
ECW of St. Bartholomew's, White Plains, NY
Episcopal Social Services of New York, Inc.
General Board of Global Ministries, New 
	 York, NY
Holy Cross Monastery, West Park, NY
Kings Daughters, Wappingers Falls, NY
Little Theatre Film Society, Rochester, NY
Marbletown Reformed Church Women, Stone 	
	 Ridge, NY
McKnight Fund Committee, New Paltz, NYsu
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Rural & Migrant Ministry (RMM) was incorporated as a non-profit, non-sectarian 
organization in 1981. RMM works alongside disenfranchised rural residents and 
agricultural workers in New York State through programs of advocacy, empower-
ment and leadership development.

Rural & Migrant Ministry, PO Box 4757, Poughkeepsie, NY 12602
	 (845) 485-8627   FAX (845) 485-1963 
Western New York Office, c/o Grace Church, 9 Phelps St., Lyons, NY 14489
	 (315) 871-4031   FAX (315) 871-4067
Central New York Office, 324 West Buffalo St., Ithaca, NY 14850 
		  (607) 272-5062 x12   FAX (607) 272-4427
www.ruralmigrantministry.org    hope@ruralmigrantministry.org
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The Rev. James Callaway 
Elizabeth Cashara 
Dean Wright & Joan Connell
Ellen Edgar 
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                             Hope, Justice & Empowerment Hope, Justice & Empowerment
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Diane Gismond
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Samuel & Lynn Waterston

Congregations
Baptist 
Emmanuel Unit'd Church, Mechanicville 
First Baptist Church, White Plains 
First Baptist Church, Poughkeepsie

Roman Catholic
Church of St. Ursula, Mt. Vernon, NY
St. Augustine Church, Larchmont, NY

Episcopal
Christ Church, Warwick, NY
Christ Episcopal Church, Poughkeepsie, NY
Christ Episcopal Church, Pittsburgh, PA
Church of Christ the King, Stone Ridge, NY
Church of the Heavenly Rest, New York, NY 
Church of the Holy Trinity, New York, NY
Church of the Holy Apostles, New York, NY 
Church of the Regeneration, Pine Plains, NY
Grace Church, Millbrook, NY 
Grace Church, Middletown, NY
Holy Trinity Church, Inwood, NY 
Parish of Trinity Church, New York, NY
St. Andrew's Episcopal Church, New 		
	 Paltz, NY 
St. Augustine Episcopal Church,  
	 Croton-on-Hudson, NY
St. Barnabas' Church, Irvington, NY 
St. Gregory's Episcopal Church,  
	 Woodstock, NY
St. James' Church, Hyde Park, NY 
St. James' Church, New York, NY
St. John's (Fountain Square),  
	 Larchmont, NY 
St. John's Episcopal Church, Montclair, NJ
St. Luke's Episcopal Church, Brockport, NY 
St. Margaret's P.E. Church, Staatsburgh, NY
St. Mark's Church, Mt. Kisco, NY 
St. Mark's in-the-Bowery, New York, NY
St. Mary's Church, Tuxedo Park, NY 
St. Nicholas-on-the-Hudson, New  
	 Hamburg, NY
St. Paul's Episcopal Church, Rochester, NY 
St. Peter's (Lithgow), Millbrook, NY
St. Peter's Episcopal Church, Henrietta, NY 
St. Stephen's Episcopal Church, 
	 Armonk, NY
Zion Episcopal Church, Wappingers 
	 Falls, NY

Methodist
Brockport United Methodist Church,  
	 Brockport, NY
Hyde Park United Methodist Church,  
	 Hyde Park, NY

Presbyterian
Cornwall Presbyterian Church,  
	 Cornwall-on-Hudson , NY
First Presbyterian Church, Leroy, NY
First Presbyterian Church, Wappingers 
	 Falls, NY
First Presbyterian Church, Katonah, NY
First Presbyterian Church, Port Jervis, NY
First Presbyterian Church, Washingtonville, NY
Freedom Plains Presbyterian Church,  
	 Lagrangeville, NY
Grahams United Presbyterian Church,  
	 Pine Bush, NY
Hitchcock Presbyterian Church, 
	 Scarsdale, NY
Irvington Presbyterian Church, Irvington, NY
Lyndonville Presbyterian Church, 
	 Lyndonville, NY 
Palisades Presbyterian Church, Palisades, NY
Rye Presbyterian Church, Rye, NY
Scarborough Presbyterian Church,  
	 Scarborough, NY
Smithfield Presbyterian Church, Amenia, NY
United Presbyterian Church, Newburgh, NY
United Presbyterian Church, Randolph, NY

Our Supporters, 2009
The success and uniqueness of the Ministry is the direct result of 

this tremendous array of supporters who believe in our work:
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Janet Allison
Antonella Avena
Mary Ann Bahnsen
Marion D. Baldauf
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ACCOMPLISHMENTS 2009
There were many wonderful efforts undertaken by Rural & Migrant Ministry in 2009, here are some of them: 

Accompaniment
• This may sound strange but a major accomplishment appears to be a failure!  

For the first time in decades we were able to get the NYS Senate to vote on a 
comprehensive bill that would give farmworkers equality. While the Bill was nar-
rowly defeated, we believe this was an important step toward its ultimate  
passage.

•	 Helping us keep the Bill alive and present was Kerry Kennedy, of the Robert F. 
Kennedy Center for Human Rights, who joined us for numerous vigils, speaking 
engagements and actions.  We also received editorial support for the Campaign 
from The NEW YORK TIMES and the NEW YORK DAILY NEWS, as well as 
a powerful supportive e column, from NEW YORK TIMES COLUMNIST, Bob 
Herbert. 

•	 RMM continued to be concerned about the treatment of immigrants, especially along the Lake Ontario 
border. To this end, we helped initiate a Detention Center Visitation Program in upstate New York. 

•	 RMM stood tall in celebrating Human Rights Day in December as we sponsored vigils in support of the 
Declaration of Human Rights in Sullivan County and in front of the Border Patrol office in Rochester..

•	 We also continued to work with St. John’s Episcopal Church in Monticello and the Labor-Religion 
Coalition of New York State in the Kairos Project: an intentional pilot program to improve working and liv-
ing conditions among rural working class families in Sullivan County. 

Education
• In partnership with several powerful organizations, RMM was honored to facili-

tate the opening of the Workplace Education Center in Monticello.  The Center 
is becoming a gathering spot for improving economic opportunities and ensur-
ing safe and decent working conditions in Sullivan County.

•	 We were pleased to co-sponsor with the Daughters of Sarah, the fourth annual, 
state-wide Rural Women’s Conference in Binghamton.

•	 We continued our co-sponsorship of the monthly Justice For All Speakers 
Forum which welcomes those who are engaged in social justice from around 
the country to the Hudson Valley.

•	 We also continued our collaboration with the Little Theater in Rochester as we offered a provocative 
series of films and speakers through the Harvesting Justice Film Festival.

 

Youth Empowerment
•	 We celebrated the twentieth anniversary of the Overnight Leadership Camp that welcomed 100 children 

and a staff of forty (including 12 who had been former campers). During its history the camp has wel-
comed over 1500 children.

• We were pleased to stand with the Youth Arts Group as they launched their 
new micro-finance loan program, the YAG FUND. The Fund will provide micro-
loans for social entrepreneurial efforts and improve access to college.
• We continued our array of summer leadership programs which included:  two 
week programs in Sullivan and Dutchess counties that utilized music to bring 
about change; and a Summer Leadership Academy that offered a wide variety 
of workshops. 
• The Youth Arts Group (YAG) saw three of its members graduate and head off 
to college.
• YAG hosted a day-long ART-A-THON that engaged youth from around east-
ern New York in exploring art for change.
• We welcomed over fifteen interns throughout the year.

YAG members attend-
ing the annual Justice for 
Farmworkers Dinner in NYC.

Youth Arts Group members 
learning to produce a radio 
show.
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Rabbi Michael Feinberg 
speaking at Farmworkers 
Albany Day, 2009.

Meadow Hill Reformed Church Women's Guild, 		
	 Newburgh, NY
New Hackensack Reformed Church Women's 		
	 Ministries, Wappingers Falls, NY
NYS Defenders Association Inc., Albany, NY 
Pathstone Corporation, Rochester, NY 
Presbyterian Woman, Stony Point, NY
Presbyterian Women of Katonah, NY
Presbyterian Women Hitchcock, Scarsdale, NY
Presbyterian Women's Assoc., Beacon, NY
Presbyterian Women’s League, Pleasantville, NY
Presbytery of Genesee Valley, Rochester, NY
PW in Greenbush, Blauvelt, NY 
Second Hand Rose Thrift Store, Poughkeepsie, NY 
Sister of Charity Center, Bronx, NY 
St. John's Episcopal Church Women, Kingston, NY 
Trinity Parish, New York, NY
United Methodist Women, Poughkeepsie, NY
United Students Against Sweat Shops, Washington, DC
Vassar College, Poughkeepsie, NY
Western NY Peace Center, Inc., Buffalo, NY
Women of the Irvington, Irvington, NY 
Women of the Reformed Church of the Comforter, 
	 Kingston, NY 
Women's Association, Pleasant Valley, NY
Women's Assn. of the Presbyterian Church, 
	 Jeffersonville, NY
Women's Guild, Wallkill, NY
Women's Missionary Society, Rhinebeck, NY
Word Alive Ministries, Valley Cottage, NY

Foundations
Berkshire Taconic Community Foundation
Community Foundation of Dutchess County
Dyson Foundation
Millbrook Tribute Garden, Inc. 
Stewart's Foundation
Turbin Foundation

Labor Unions
Amalgamated Bank 
CSEA Local 1000 
Head Start Local 95 DC 1707 
Hudson Valley Area Labor Federation
New York State AFL-CIO 
NYS Labor-Religion Coalition 
Program and Property Development of Connecticut, LLC 
Retirees Associaton of D.C. 37 
UFCW Local 342 
United Seafood Workers Union Local No. 359 
United University Professions 

RMM is also very grateful to all of the congregations and 
individuals who have made in-kind donations. 

Please forgive any unintentional oversights or omissions. 
Thank you. 
 


